October, 2005

This second newsletter will begin to provide information and observations about forestry which apply to the current season, and current news items of interest. 

Fall Colours have, in my opinion, been spectacular in the oranges and yellows this year, but subdued in the reds.  It appeared at first, due to the delay in changes, that the summer’s drought was going to result in a particularly dull display, but nature’s paintbrush came through anyway.

Elsewhere on the website, there are two articles about how fall colours develop.  As a lead in to those articles, note that the principle trigger which starts the late summer-fall changes is day length.  

Chemical changes begin to take place when day lengths start to become shorter, during the latter half of June.  These changes cause decreased supply of water and nutrients to the leaf, resulting in a gradual breakdown of the green colour, chlorophyll.  This leads to the uncovering of the oranges and yellows, later in the year, and so on.  Please see the article for the full story.  

Tour Project is in the works.  I would like to prepare a guided tour of one of Barrie’s parks, preferably Sunnidale.  It could be in the form of a video, a slide show or just plain text – or all three.  When the information is gathered, it will be made available through the “parks” menu item. 

This would involve looking at the forest through a forester’s eyes, and would include basic concepts of forestry and forest ecology.  Perhaps a good use for the tour would be the identification of local Barrie tree species, at least to begin with.

We have Many Allies in the forest community, and elsewhere, whom we would be able to have close ties with as our club develops.  I believe some very useful ones would be:

· The City of Barrie

· The Ontario Forestry Association

· The Ministry of Natural Resources

· The Barrie Public Library

· Various Stewardship Councils

· Ontario Nature

. . . for starters.  We should be able to develop a lasting relationship with these groups where we could draw on their vast resources.  

There may even be potential to gain sponsorship from one or more of these groups which would give us an operating budget and allow us to keep our membership fees to a minimum.  That fee is zero at the moment and will be, certainly, over our first year of existence.  

Since time travels on, this newsletter will be posted for your perusal.  I still wait to hear from people interested in joining our group, and learning about forests and trees in general as well as the forests and trees of Barrie specifically.

Until then . . .

Mike C


